PAHLEN : Did you deserve that punishment
Captain ?

STAFF CAPTAIN (after an astonished pause) : No
Excellency, I swear it i Even if you expect me
to say Yess 1 cannot.

PAHLEN : I expected you to say No, Captain, I
say No myself. (Taking his hand} Do we under-
stand each other. Captain ? Can I rely on you,
as you on me ?

STAFF CAPTAIN : You can, so help me God !
PAHLEN : Very well, your transfer is suspended.
Go to the Preobrashensky Barracks and report
yourself to the commander of the guard for
special duties. It will not be long before we meet
again, Captain. Good morning to you.
STAFF CAPTAIN : I can be grateful, Excellency.
You will see that.

[He bows deeply and goes out.
ADJUTANT (to the CHAMBERLAIN) : There goes
another of them !

CHAMBERLAIN : Yes, one more. He has only to
walk behind Paul and pick up the wounded... f
[They go on speaking in low tones. Meanwhile
PAHLEN has been watching STEFAN.
PAHLEN : Come tome, grenadier. (STEPANobeys.)
What is your name ?

STEPAN : Stepan Warulenko, Excellency.
PAHLEN : Listen, Stepan. What did you think to
yourself when I showed the all-powerful Czar
that he was in the wrong about your uniform ?
STEPAN : I thought to myself your Excellency

meant well, but-----
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